














Harriet Tubman Special Resource Study Response to Comments

Bl NPSResponse

Thank you for your comments. Please refer to the responses to the AME
Zion Church letter above for similar points made in this letter. With regard

to comments on incomplete information in the SRS, NPS studies are

designed to provide the Secretary of the Interior and Congress with enough
information to justify the NPS findings that a resource meets or does not meet
the required criteria for designation as a potential unit of the national park
system. Typically studies do not provide extensive information beyond what
the study team determines is necessary for the required findings. The study
team recognizes that significant amounts of information regarding Harriet
Tubman, the role of the AME Zion Church, and the people of her time and
landscapes in Maryland could have been added to the report. NPS believes
that the information provided is sufficient for the necessary findings of national
significance, suitability and feasibility.

Easement
As the letter indicates, the NPS and the Harriet Tubman Home will need to
execute a preservation easement on properties in Auburn, New York. By law,
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compensation for an easement will be based on appraised values established by
professional real estate appraisers.

NPS Superintendent

Typically a project manager is appointed to activate a new park. Long-term
organization and staffing requirements will be determined by the NPS in
consultation with the Harriet Tubman Home, Inc.

Church Name
The name of Thompson Memorial AME Zion Church is shortened for editorial
efficiency in some references in the report after the full name is used.
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AME ZioN CHURCH PETITIONS

43, We the undersigned members and friends of [AME Zion Church]
wholeheartedly support Alternative C, of the National Park Service Special
Resource Study to establish the Harriet Tubman National Historical Park in
Auburn, New York.

[However, we have the following concerns which the Special Resource Study has

not sufficiently acknowledged:]

A.

[While] the Executive Summary acknowledges Tubman’s global rec-
ognition as the “Moses of her people,” it fails to cite her core value

of the presence of God in her life and her longtime membership at the
local Thompson Memorial AME Zion Church, which is a connectional
church of the African Methodist Episcopal Zion Church, known his-
torically as the “Freedom Church.”

The Executive Summary does not explicitly state that Harriet Tubman
came to Auburn initially in 1859, fled to Canada and returned in 1861
permanently. Thus she lived more than half of her life at the Auburn
site, the Harriet Tubman Home.

The SRS fails to acknowledge that former slaves and their descendants
have been principally responsible for keeping the assembled South
Street parcel intact.

SRS does not acknowledge that through the commitment of the AME
Zion Church, Auburn is a functional historical site receiving visitors
year round.

The report has a clear imbalance in substance and financial resources
in favor of Maryland while [the Harriet Tubman Home and Fort Hill
Cemetery have| the only tangible, well-documented historical resources
associated with Harriet Tubman.

[We request consideration of these needs:]
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The financial resources described [in the alternatives] should reduce the
matching requirements for the Auburn site, giving relief to the Harriet
Tubman Home for the 100 plus years of AME Zion’s stewardship of the
Tubman site and its contributing properties.

The report should support a priority to provide general operating sup-
port from the NPS immediately to the Auburn NY, Tubman site since it
its operational, unlike the Maryland sites.

H. We support additional NPS resources and funding in Auburn to
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ensure...the acquisition the proposed preservation easement.

I. The financial resources necessary to honor Tubman in Auburn should
include an Interpretive Center as thousands of archaeological artifacts
and other important documents should be made available to the public
in an appropriate facility.

J. Itis important that financial resources, to explore the contemporary
value of Tubman through programs and services in a state of the art
conference facility (to be located across the street from the Harriet
Tubman Home) are part of Alternative C.

[We ask NPS to consider the following in management & operations:]

K. Study does not support the Auburn site having its own dedicated NPS
Superintendent....The work to be done in Auburn requires a full time
superintendent.

L. Itis important to diversify the NPS and send a strong signal of
encouragement to the student visitors of the Auburn Tubman site that
employment and career opportunities which are inclusive are a part of
the culture of the National Park Service.

Bl NPS Response

Thank you for your comments. Concerning the study’s presentation of: the
national significance of Harriet Tubman related resources in Auburn and those
in Maryland; cost estimates; a preservation easement; and an interpretive center
in Auburn; please see the responses above.

Regarding points A and B, since the Executive Summary is a brief overview of
the entire special resource study, it did not contain the details suggested. The
SRS does address Harriet Tubman’s spirituality in more than one place. In the
biographical section of Chapter 2 describing her early life, it states, “Harriet
Tubman’s faith was deep, and founded upon strong religious teachings,
including Methodist, Catholic, Episcopal, and Baptist beliefs, which blended
with cultural and religious traditions that survived the middle passage from
Africa....Thomas Garrett said that he “never met with any person, of any color,
who had more confidence in the voice of God, as spoken direct to her soul...
and her faith in a Supreme Power truly was great.” Page 2-14.

The SRS report section subtitled “The Legendary Moses,” ends with “And by
all accounts, she believed she was guided by divine faith,” which contains a
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reference to extensive discussion of her spirituality in Milton Sernett’s book,
Harriet Tubman: Myth, Memory, and History. Page 2-20.

Concerning points K and L, on management, please see the responses above.
NPS recognizes that the comment about diversifying the NPS is an important
one, which NPS is working hard to address. Should these parks be established,
NPS recognizes the roles that employee diversity would contribute to the sites.
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Comments Related to Resource Protection

By far the majority of comments concerned resource protection, in both Maryland and
New York. The topic of preserving Maryland landscapes and rural character was of high
interest, and the following section provides excerpts of 14 separate comments. Several
questions were raised about the potential park boundary in both Dorchester and
Caroline counties but with different concerns in each county. In Dorchester respondents
wanted to have the area of national significance delineated more clearly in relation to
the current and proposed Blackwater National Wildlife Refuge boundary. They sought
clarification of the historic area comprising resources related to Harriet Tubman. (The
study includes a map indicating the boundaries of a potential unit of the national park
system, as well as current and proposed boundaries of the Blackwater National Wildlife
Refuge.) Caroline county respondents sought expansion of the boundary in Alternative
Ctoinclude other areas outside Poplar Neck. A current effort involving a major power
line now in planning phases in Maryland’s Eastern Shore drew attention for its potential
to intersect with a future Harriet Tubman park and Tubman related resources in the
current and proposed boundaries of the Blackwater National Wildlife Refuge.

Topics of resource protection also figured prominently in comments about a potential
park in Auburn. Writers called attention to important ongoing archeological work at
the Auburn site, the desire to preserve the setting of the Home, and the opportunities
a new park presents for revitalizing a part of central New York through preserving and
interpreting historic resources. Several respondents suggested the inclusion of Fort Hill
Cemetery in the potential park boundary.

Preserve Landscapes and Rural Character in Maryland

44, “I am writing in support of including the Maryland Bucktown District with
the areas for historical preservation in honoring Harriet Tubman’s legacy. This
area is one of the few remaining rural, agricultural districts in Maryland. With

its relatively close location to many recreational areas in Maryland, it is often
considered a desirable place for residential home development. I would hate to see
McMansions at the site where a great African American heroine worked to build
some of the fundamental freedoms I have today. The preservation of this area will
allow me and my future generations to know her and our ancestors through the
land and how it was experienced by those before us.”

45, “....As the report points out, the landscape in Dorchester and Caroline
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Counties, which provides the context for Tubman’s interpretation in Maryland,
is substantially unchanged and its chance for survival will be strengthened by the
designation of this park.”

46. “....I hope that the National Park Service sees the wisdom in preserving,
through easements, the relatively unique opportunity it currently possesses in
protecting the largely unmarred, rural landscape associated with Tubman’s

life in Dorchester County, Maryland. For most of the last century and a half,

this landscape has experienced preservation through benign neglect, but recent
challenges in development planning in that county suggest that such a preservation
model can no longer be relied upon. The National Park Service should seize

the present opportunity to work with the current agricultural landowners with
easements to preserve the current landscape while it still remains in a form that
would be recognizable to Tubman herself.”

47. “....We own a small farm in Calvert County Maryland and I am so dismayed at
all the land being converted from farms to large houses that my children may never
be able to afford. Without our farms, where are we going to get the food to eat?”

48. “Over the past 23 years, The Conservation Fund has partnered with the
Maryland Department of Natural Resources (DNR) and United States Fish and
Wildlife Service (FWS) to protect thousands of acres on the Eastern Shore of
Maryland, particularly within the Blackwater National Wildlife Refuge where we
helped protect more than 6,800 acres in almost 20 separate transactions. Last year,
The Fund worked with DNR and FWS to protect the site in Dorchester County,
Maryland, that will become the Harriet Tubman Underground Railroad Discovery
Center. The Fund is pleased to continue these partnerships and its long standing
partnership with the NPS to conserve our nation’s most historic sites....Alternative
C is the best choice because it would protect the larger nationally significant
landscapes associated with Harriet Tubman, particularly those on Maryland’s
Eastern Shore.”

49, “I support the Alternative C of the Harriet Tubman Special Resource Study.
As a landowner in the proposed protection easement area, the proposal gives our
family the opportunity to preserve our farm as part of a very important national
heritage area. The State of Maryland and Dorchester County have done little to
preserve the site of one of the true heroes of our area and needs the National Park
Service to provide the resources needed to support this effort. Harriet Tubman
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has been a neglected part of our history particularly in Dorchester County. This
proposal will finally elevate that effort to where it needs to be. Our family has
supported this effort during the past several years as the interest in Harriet Tubman
has grown. We have utilized our farm as part of the educational and interpretive
efforts of the Harriet Tubman Organization here in Dorchester County. We totally
support those efforts. I also commend the National Park Service in taking into
consideration the land protection efforts of the Blackwater National Wildlife
Refuge and not conflicting or competing for those identified lands. The proposed
easement efforts, rather than fee simple ownership, is certainly a more favored
effort to the landowners of the County. Many of us have taken pride in our area
and tried to maintain the rural nature of the area because of the special values of
the area. The Park Service proposal simply allows that effort to continue without
any major loss of landowner rights and privileges.”

50. “As detailed in the study document, the sites proposed in the Poplar Neck
and Blackwater areas are not only closely linked to the life of Harriet Tubman,
but retain the integrity of their nineteenth century landscapes. Preservation and
interpretation of these areas will be a fitting tribute to a true American hero.”

51. “We are the blood descendants [in Eastern Shore of Maryland] of Harriet Ross
Tubman.... Harriet learned her values, faith, and perseverance from Benjamin

and Harriet Ross in the fields of the Eastern Shore of Maryland. That’s where the
dream started and then the vision, and from that the journey to be free.....We also
want the land to stay with current owners; this avoids anyone attempting to inflate
the land prices in the area.”

52. “The Friends of the Jobn Smith Chesapeake Trail mission is to promote
public access, conservation of significant landscapes, and education and citizen
stewardship of the John Smith Chesapeake National Historic Trail and of the
Chesapeake Bay and its tributaries. In this regard, we believe that Harriet Tubman
is a vital part of the Chesapeake’s history and that the historical landscapes
associated with Harriet Tubman’s life should be commemorated and preserved

in a National Historical Park....While the Tubman landscapes in Dorchester,
Caroline and Talbot Counties have retained much of their historic integrity, much
conservation work remains. Individuals and organizations affiliated with the
Friends have worked hard to protect the lands within the authorized boundary

of the Blackwater National Wildlife Refuge, which contains significant lands
associated with the historic Tubman landscape. We feel strongly that remaining
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unprotected lands within the refuge boundary should be protected because of their
historic and ecological significance.”

53. “Option C is preferred and is a long overdue commitment of the U.S. federal
government to preserve and protect the unique environs of Harriet Tubman and
the Underground Railroad in Maryland and Delaware. Congressman Cardin is
right to work to preserve the landscape from proposed overhead electric wires.
The National Park Service’s reputation for consistently valid and reliable research
and message would guarantee that the most reliable history of the Underground
Railroad is given to the people of the world who are hungry to experience this.
This has been the goal of the Harriet Tubman Underground Railroad Discussion
Group for several years in Dorchester County.”

54. “Eastern Shore Land Conservancy....support[s] and agree[s] with the

NPS assessment that Alternative C would provide the maximum efficiency and
effectiveness in protecting and interpreting these globally significant resources....
An infusion [of 1:1 matching funds for land preservation, restoration, exhibits

and interpretation, of resources] in addition to leveraging State, local, and private
resources, will be critical to the success of this effort. We encourage an infusion of
the maximum in Federal resources possible for land conservation efforts due to the
limited local and private resources available....We thank NPS for working closely
with the State of Maryland, Blackwater National Wildlife Refuge and countless
other partners to envision full integration of existing efforts with the potential future
national park. We encourage NPS to continue to work in partnership with ongoing
local efforts to ensure a seamless experience for visitors taking advantage of all the
opportunities, including but not limited to the National Historical Park, Harriet
Tubman State Park, and the Harriet Tubman Underground Railroad Byway.”

55. “As a Dorchester County (Bucktown) resident, I live within one mile of two
of the most significant landmarks in the Harriet Tubman story. The rural character
of this neighborhood is threatened by development pressures extending from

the north surrounding the airport. Without some sort of protective intervention
these historical sites might be lost in the cost of “economic development.” I
strongly support Alternative C: Maryland, A National Historical Park., and the
construction of a visitor center and related infrastructure. Local nonprofit groups
such as the Harriet Tubman Coalition, the Eastern Shore Land Conservancy,

and Dorchester Citizens for Planned Growth will be willing participants in the
preservation of the historical significance of this area. We are also watching the
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MAPP power line planning phase which could be bringing more great changes to
the Bucktown landscape and the Tubman sites. This park will be a great boon to
our historical preservation, our culture, and our economy.”

56. “The alternative offers the most effective and expeditious way to protect
the larger nationally significant landscapes associated with Harriet Tubman in
Maryland that may otherwise be lost to development over time.”

57. “I urge you to take the necessary action to make a national historical park
incorporating the approximately 6,750 acres of rural land located in Dorchester,
Caroline, and Talbot counties (Alternative C). Such a venture would help preserve
agricultural and forested acres that might otherwise be lost to development. We are
fortunate that most of this acreage remains similar to the period in which Harriet
Tubman lived in this area. Plan C would encourage agricultural easements to keep
this area rural.”

Bl NPS Response

Thank you for your comments. As the study report indicates, the participation
of state and local governments, organizations and private individuals in both
Auburn, New York, and in Maryland are key to protecting and interpreting
the full range of resources related to Harriet Tubman and the success of any
potential units of the national park system devoted to her legacy.

Clarify Boundary Questions in Dorchester County

58. “NPS needs to clarify what nationally significant landscapes are included

in the NHP. Are they only those within the proposed National Historical Park
Boundary or are they also those within Blackwater NWR and the areas identified
as Blackwater Proposed Acquisition? Please revise the SRS to ensure that all the
aformentioned areas are included in the boundary of the Proposed NHP.”

59. “I am the Administrator of the Maryland Heritage Areas Program at the
Maryland Historical Trust, Maryland’s SHPO, and I also served there as the State
Archeologist for 20 years. The proposed Harriet Tubman Historical Park lies
within two of Maryland’s Certified Heritage Areas. Map 2 — Maryland Regional
Setting (p. 4-8-9) depicts 4 key components of the Tubman-related landscape: the
Proposed NHP Boundary, Existing Blackwater NWR lands, Blackwater Proposed
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Acquisitions, and Other Protected Land. While it is clear that not all depicted
parcels in the Other Protected Lands category are considered to be part of the
NHL significant landscape, I ask that NPS clarify whether or not the Existing
Blackwater NWR, and particularly the Blackwater Proposed Acquisitions parcels,
are considered to be part of the nationally significant landscape. While serving as
the State Archeologist, I conducted detailed research that clearly showed Tubman
lived, traveled, and worked extensively throughout the areas included within

the depicted existing and proposed Blackwater NWR lands. My research also
identified numerous sites in these areas where archeological resources associated
with Tubman are likely to survive and archeological testing should be undertaken.
I am aware of a study currently being conducted to identify alignments for
placement of a high voltage electrical transmission line that would potentially
affect a portion of the lands identify for future Blackwater NWR acquisition.
Clarifying which lands are considered to be part of the nationally significant
landscape is critical to ensuring their future preservation.”

60. “....at the public meeting on the Harriet Tubman National Park I wanted to
mention an item that I feel is significant to the success of the park, at least as far as
acceptance by the local community goes. [A landowner] brought to the attention
that [Brodess Farm] ... is not in the boundary of the proposed park system. The
moderator explained that the park service did not see the need to have it in the
boundary because the park service felt that the property could be protected by

the refuge system. He said that the focus of the park was to help protect the area
and as long as a property could be in the bounds of protection of a federal agency
the park service did not care which agency it was. [The landowner] .... expressed
displeasure with that concept [and] stated that he... would be more willing and
more successful working with the park service in lieu of the refuge.... I believe it to
be in the best interest of the county and the park service to modify the boundary to
include the [Brodess Farm].”

61. “Although [Dorchester Tourism is| in support of Alternative C, we would like
to request that the National Park Service re-evaluate the exclusion of the Brodess
Farm and the Anthony Thompson home site as a part of the National Historical
Park. These two properties are perhaps some of the most significant historical

sites in Dorchester County. It is a concern of our office that the designation as

a Blackwater Acquisition Area may not carry the same weight of the Refuge or
Historical Park. We also feel that there should be a stronger tie that binds all of the
‘nationally significant’ properties, including, the National Historic Park, the Refuge

30



Comments Related to Resource Protection

and the Refuge acquisition areas.”

62. “I am writing on behalf of the Dorchester County Council to express its
support of Alternative C....It is the Council’s understanding that at this time the
Brodess Farm and Anthony Thompson home site are not included as part of the
National Historical Park. The Council requests that the National Park Service
re-evaluate the exclusion of these properties as they are perhaps some of the most
significant historical sites in Dorchester County. It is the Council’s concern the
designation as a Blackwater Acquisition Area may not carry the same weight of the
Refuge or Historical Park. The Council also feels that there should be a stronger
tie that binds all of the “nationally significant” properties, including, the National
Historic Park, the Refuge and the Refuge acquisition areas.”

63. “[U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service] request|[s] that the NPS revisit the Maryland
Regional Setting map in Chapter 4 to ensure that the refuge boundary is accurate
in reference to the NPS proposed boundary.”

Bl NPS Response

Thank you for your comments. Two issues requiring clarification are raised

by these comments. One is the need to set forth more clearly the report’s
description of the Harriet Tubman historic Eastern Shore landscapes in
Dorchester County. The study team has done this on a revised map entitled
“Maryland: Tubman Historic Areas,” which is included in this public response
document and which clarifies the intent of the map contained in the SRS.

The study team examined a broad swath of landscapes in Dorchester, Caroline,
and Talbot counties to identify properties that held historic significance for
their association with Harriet Tubman and which were deemed important to
protect from future development. Such land remains predominantly unaltered
and enables visitors to form an understanding of the way the landscape of the
mid-19th century appeared and its relationship to the life and times of Harriet
Tubman.

The revised map clarifies that the Blackwater National Wildlife Refuge’s
authorized boundary, established in 2005 through an environmental assessment
public process, includes both land currently owned by the United States Fish
and Wildlife Service and land that is authorized for acquisition as part of the
Blackwater National Wildlife Refuge. The SRS assumed that the historic area
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comprising Harriet Tubman resources in the Refuge’s authorized acquisition
area would be sufficiently protected by the Refuge in the future. To avoid
duplication of acquisition efforts by two federal agencies and to preserve the
separate and distinct missions of both, these resource areas were not included
in the potential boundary of the unit of the national park system. The SRS,
instead, proposed that an interagency agreement between the two agencies
provide for the protection and interpretation of these resources. Harriet
Tubman resources within the current and authorized boundary of the Refuge
are of equal historic importance as those proposed to be located within the
boundary of the potential national historical park. Had these lands not been
included in the authorized acquisition area of the Refuge, they would have
been included in the boundary of the potential national park. Together, they
comprise a key portion of the nationally significant Harriet Tubman historic
landscape in Maryland. The SRS study team identified properties in the Harriet
Tubman historic area lying outside the authorized Refuge boundary (and
which otherwise would remain unprotected) as candidates for inclusion in the
potential Harriet Tubman Underground Railroad National Historical Park
boundary. These properties would be eligible for easement purchases through
matching funds congressionally authorized for such use by the National Park
Service as grants to state, local, and nonprofit organizations. The study team
met with owners of those properties to ascertain their interest in being in the
park boundary and eligible for a potential easement program. With the caveat
of desiring to understand more details about actual future easements, their
collective response was positive.

For the purpose of the special resource study, the boundary of the potential
Harriet Tubman Underground Railroad National Historical Park as shown in
the study report remains for consideration by the Congress as the location for
potential easement purchases and NPS matching grants. Those areas within the
authorized acquisition boundary of the Blackwater National Wildlife Refuge
would be eligible to be purchased in fee or less than fee title through funds
available to the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service.

Clarify Easement Conditions for Maryland Landowners

64. “As a landowner of a large part of the proposed Harriet Tubman National
Park in Dorchester County, Maryland, I am very concerned about infringement
of my private property rights. The resource study does say that the intent is to
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keep agriculture, forestry and hunting the same as it has always been. My concern
and the concern of other landowners within the proposed NPS area is the lack of
specific terms outlining rights of private landowners in the bill that will be voted on
by Congress. I cannot support this project without specific language in the final bill
addressing this issue.... I would hope that all concerned with the Harriet Tubman
Park would stand beside us in opposition to [the potential power line project] and
help preserve the great history this area has to offer and what the Harriet Tubman
National Park is trying to preserve.”

65. “[At a public meeting, a landowner commented that] the study recommended
that privately owned land within the park boundary should be exempt from NPS
policies, which would inhibit traditional land use of agriculture, forestry, hunting,
and fishing. [However, a reading of the draft bill in Congress suggests that] this
was not included [in the bill].”

Bl NPS Response

Thank you for your comments. The language in the study report attempted

to address the concerns of landowners to retain their current agricultural
activities. Particulars of an easement are not the appropriate purview of

a special resource study. However, the proposal is for the NPS to provide
financial assistance to state or local governments or nonprofit organizations for
land protection. The future easements will be modeled after the easements that
are currently in use in the region. Legislation to establish units of the national
park system in New York and Maryland, which contained language on this
subject, was introduced in the Congress in summer 2008 but not acted upon.
To be considered, a new bill would have to be introduced in the next Congress,
convening in January 2009, and landowners and the general public will be able
to express their views to their elected officials. Note that the legislative process
is separate from the NPS special resource study process. The study merely
makes findings of eligibility for potential congressional designation.

Address Issues Raised by Future Power Line in Maryland

66. “[T]here is a proposed high voltage line to be run through Dorchester County
very close to the proposed Harriet Tubman NP. From what I understand this power
line could stand as high as 140 feet tall. I, as well as many other landowners, are
very much opposed to the location of this high power line and large right of way it
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requires. This line would greatly deface the natural beauty of this rural area, not to
mention the environmental and health risks that come along with it.”

67. “There is a proposed 500 kw transmisson electric line that tentatively will be
routed either thru proposed park land or next to the property. If we are going to be
required to preserve the landscape then this line should not be allowed. If the line is
actually needed then it should be put under ground.”

68. “Pepco Holdings, Inc., (“PHI”) is pleased to offer comments on the National
Park Service (“NPS”) Harriet Tubman Special Resource Study (“Study”). PHI is
one of the largest energy delivery companies in the Mid-Atlantic region, serving
about 1.9 million customers in Delaware, the District of Columbia, Maryland, and
New Jersey through its regulated electric service subsidiaries — Potomac Electric
Power Company (“Pepco”), Delmarva Power & Light Company (“Delmarva
Power”), and Atlantic City Electric Company (“ACE”). Pepco delivers electricity
to approximately 517,303 customers in Maryland and approximately 243,591
customers in the District of Columbia. Delmarva Power serves approximately
198,508 electric customers on the Eastern Shore of Maryland, and 500,000
electric customers in Delaware and on the Delmarva Peninsula. Atlantic City
Electric serves nearly 540,000 customers in southern New Jersey. Through its other
subsidiaries, Conectiv Energy and Pepco Energy Services, PHI provides competitive
wholesale generation services and retail energy products and services, respectively.

The Study provides an excellent description of the significance of Harriet
Tubman and the Underground Railroad in Maryland. It also summarizes the
activities of the State and of other organizations to recognize this important
historical contribution. This information is very helpful for the public to
understand all of the efforts underway to recognize the historic contribution in
Maryland of Harriet Tubman and the Underground Railroad.

We believe that the Park Service must also recognize that the Maryland
locations at issue — Dorchester, Caroline and Talbot Counties — may have certain
critical infrastructure projects “in progress” that are important for other regional
and national policies and public benefit. For example, the Mid-Atlantic Power
Pathway (MAPP) is a 500kV transmission line project that will traverse locations
on the Eastern Shore of Maryland, likely through Dorchester County. PHI
and its subsidiaries, Pepco and Delmarva Power, are responsible for siting and
implementing MAPP in Maryland. PJM Interconnection, the regional transmission
organization (RTO) that coordinates the movement of wholesale electricity in all
or parts of 13 states (Delaware, Illinois, Indiana, Kentucky, Maryland, Michigan,
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New Jersey, North Carolina, Ohio, Pennsylvania, Tennessee, Virginia, West
Virginia) and the District of Columbia, has approved the MAPP as needed for
consistent, secure delivery of electric power to the Delmarva Peninsula and other
areas of the Northeast and Mid-Atlantic regions. Additional information about the
MAPP can be found at www.powerpathway.com.

The portion of MAPP on the Eastern Shore of Maryland is currently in
stages of study and evaluation, including preparation for all necessary regulatory
approvals. PHI has been working with federal and Maryland state and local
officials, as well as meeting with non-governmental organizations and the
community, to address this important project. MAPP team representatives have
already met with the National Park Service (John Maounis) and the U.S. Fish &
Wildlife Service on the MAPP project and its potential impact in Dorchester County.
We are confident that this transmission line can be sited, constructed and maintained
in Maryland consistent with law and with community interests in land use.
However, it is important that other projects, such as a possible new National Park,
are approached with awareness of ongoing land use demands in the general area.
Providing our country with secure electric power and recognizing important historic
figures can be compatible goals, as long as all participants are aware of both.

As we understand the Study, a National Park, if developed, would utilize
only specified lands (described in the Study), most of which are near or abutting
the Blackwater National Wildlife Refuge. No change in legal character would
be made to any lands in the Blackwater National Wildlife Refuge, as currently
configured or possibly expanded. Given the need for MAPP, and the potential for
other economic development on Maryland’s Eastern Shore, it is important that the
boundaries of a possible National Park be well defined. Land in other uses, such
as the National Wildlife Refuge, is subject to different legal standards. In order
to allow for the multiple and separate goals on the Eastern Shore — historical and
cultural protection, wildlife habitat preservation, energy distribution, and regional
economic development — it is important that there is no confusion about the
restrictions that apply to particular lands.

We appreciate the opportunity to provide these comments on the Study.
PHI looks forward to working with the National Park Service as progress on
MAPP continues on the Eastern Shore. We would be happy to meet with you and
provide any additional information you might desire. I can be contacted at 202-
872-4280 or tcyewell@pepco.com.

Therese C. Yewell, State Relations Director
Maryland, Pepco Holdings, Inc.
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Bl NPS Response

Thank you for your comments. The NPS has been informed about the
planning for the proposed power line and has expressed concern about the
potential impact such line may have in the vicinity of Blackwater National
Wildlife Refuge, which contains landscapes historically associated with Harriet
Tubman. The SRS has found that Tubman traversed a broad landscape and
lived or worked at a number of sites which constitute historic resources
between Stewart’s Canal and Bucktown in Dorchester County, where today’s
landscape closely resembles that of Tubman’s time. Much of this property is
in the approved boundary of the Blackwater National Wildlife Refuge. For
clarification of the Tubman landscape coverage, we have provided a map in
this document showing the relevant areas of historic importance and have
addressed this point more extensively in a previous section.

Expand Potential Park Boundary in Caroline County

69. “[The Caroline County Historical Society suggests that| the Underground
Railroad sites (UGRR) on the east side of Preston should be added to the ‘Proposed
National Historical Park Boundary.” These sites are delineated as sites #25 through
#29 on the NPS map entitled “Harriet Tubman Special Resource Study: Maryland
Regional Setting.” ....The sites have been documented,....delineated,....[and] are
threatened by development. The various sites complement and supplement the
other sites contained within the Proposed National Historical Park Boundary by
highlighting the fact that the UGRR involved a variety of persons, races, religions,
genders, etc. Future research may well determine a direct relationship between
Tubman and the enumerated sites, particularly the Arthur Leverton home site
(#26), the Jacob and Hannah Leverton house (#28) and the Jonah Kelley home
site (#25) With regard to the Leverton sites, Kate Clifford Larson in her biography
of Tubman, Bound for the Promised Land, on page 83 states: “It is highly possible
that the Levertons played a role in Tubman’s escape.” On page 329 (note #131)
Larson further states: “Tubman may also have been helped by Jonah Kelley and his
family who were then living in Preston, Caroline County.”

70. “[Based on NPS] Criteria for National Heritage Areas, ...is the proposed HT
National Park considered an NHA? If not, would establishing a “national heritage
corridor (area)”... be an appropriate way to link that large UGRR-related area
east of Preston to the HT Historical Park in Poplar Neck? .... The Quakers and the
free blacks (e.g Daniel Hubbard) [are] on the Network to Freedom, but impressing
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visitors to the proposed park with the significance of [the size and character of] so
unique an area is essential to get the whole historic picture.”

71. “The County Commissioners of Caroline County ....agree that the Underground
Railroad sites on the east side of Preston should be made part of the proposed Park.
They are documented, delineated and increasingly threatened by development.”

72. “As a resident of upper Caroline County, Maryland, I would like to see

the upper Caroline County area included in your plans. One possibility would

be to use grant money to purchase the Riverside Hotel in Greensboro. It is an
historic property for sale and could likely be purchased for a bargain price right
now. It could be made into a museum representing the upper part of Tubman’s
Underground Railroad. The hotel is right on the upper Choptank River and
would provide a fine access point for kayakers and canoers interested in retracing
Tubman’s trail on the water. Such an addition to your park, I believe, would add a
unique quality that would generate a good deal of publicity and interest, especially
with the present popularity of kayaking. I would be happy to assist you in your
efforts to include the upper Caroline County area in your park plans.”

73. “The Federalsburg Historical Society... support[s] “Alternate C — Maryland,
A National Historical Park” as expressed in the Harriet Tubman Special Resource
Study; [and notes that] The Harriet Tubman Special Resource Study makes no
reference to our Marshyhope Creek Watershed....Current research may well
determine relationships between Harriet Tubman and the Marshyhope Creek
Watershed. Significant historical evidence linking the history of Harriet Tubman
and other aspects of the Underground Railroad is currently being researched.
For example, the locations of one of the well-known UGRR conductors Thomas
Otwell, and the Nicolite/Quaker Meeting Houses through Federalsburg along
the borders of Dorchester and Caroline Counties through the Marshyhope Creek
watershed, north to freedom..... The Northwest Fork of the Nanticoke River
(Marshyhope Creek Watershed) is a nationally distinctive landscape arising

from patterns of human activity shaped by geography, and has readily accessible
landscapes that have ties to both Harriet Tubman’s history and to her Dorchester
County friends and family who were escaping slavery.”

Bl NPS Response

Thank you for your comments. Three areas have been suggested for expansion
of a future park boundary in Maryland: a cluster of sites in Preston (of largely
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historic Quaker homes) known to be a center of Underground Railroad
activity; an area on the upper Choptank River including Greensboro; and
Federalsburg. It is possible that future research will establish a clear and
compelling link between these areas and Harriet Tubman, and that a case

may be made to increase the actual boundary. Under the requirements of the
special resource study, however, the focus is first on Harriet Tubman and her
activities. In Maryland, these included Underground Railroad activities, but
there was other Underground Railroad work going on that did not include
Harriet Tubman. The areas identified in Dorchester as within a “Tubman

park boundary” contain landscapes linking known Tubman sites; in Caroline
county the boundary falls within the historic Thompson farm at Poplar Neck,
which originally covered more than 2,000 acres; and in Talbot County, the
designated Tubman areas contain important viewsheds from Poplar Neck,
which contribute to the historic scene. It is important to note that interpretive
programs, such as the Maryland Harriet Tubman Underground Railroad
Byway, may bring visitors to these areas and connect them to the potential park
without having the areas be designated in a boundary. The NPS applauds local
efforts to uncover and tie local history to national stories and encourages local
groups to stay engaged with any potential future park.

Protect Auburn Resources

74. “My husband and I visited the Tubman home and museum last summer. We
were both very impressed by what we saw. Harriet Tubman is such an important
part of American history and the site deserves to be a National Historic Park.
There is so much more that could be done with the property. It is a crucial part
of our history and is so much more meaningful when seen in person. I think that
designating the site a National Historic Park is a good use of our taxes.”

75. “[Alternative C] would authorize the National Park Service to develop a
cooperative agreement with the AME Zion Church, which would retain ownership
of the Tubman site in Auburn. I was especially pleased to see 1) the commitment
of five to seven full time equivalent staff people, and 2) the incorporation of
archeological research as part of the proposal. So much of what we may discover
about Tubman remains under ground, so archeological investigations are an
integral part of future work. The pro bono archeological work of Syracuse
University, through Douglas Armstrong and his students, has already yielded
much key evidence.”
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76. “[It is] important to note the need for a careful examination of the site’s
archeological resources. Over 26,000 important artifacts have been discovered in
and around the properties [at the Tubman Home]. The Archeology department at
Syracuse University has done extensive and exemplary work on site to properly
assess archeological resources. The John Brown Hall foundation foot-print at the
rear of the property provides a unique opportunity to involve visitors in the process
of uncovering history using interpretive signage and archeological workshops.
John Brown Hall is also important as Tubman’s place of death. Another significant
property on site is the Tubman Barn, which was used by the Tubman family for a
number of years. The Barn is in the process of being restored and is an important
historic resource, which should be listed in the study report with the other historic
resources on site.”

77. “Would you consider putting in your contract or agreement with the AME Zion
church that the park service has first option of purchase of the site if for any reason
down the road the church wanted to give it up? ....The finances of the home have
been up and down through the years — stability is needed as well as expertise on
‘telling the story.””

78. “Option C will best advance and preserve the spirit of Harriet Tubman, one
of our country’s foremost revolutionaries for civil liberties. Joint management of
her estate and legacy offers the best opportunity for properly preserving both her
tangible and intangible abolitionist, humanitarian, and suffragist roots because
there will be adequate management, financial commitment, cultural enhancement,
and professional oversight.”

79. “...The site has had difficulties — for a number of reasons — really promoting
the historical nature of The Home and related spots to the entire Nation. This is a
real opportunity for citizens to learn more about Harriet Tubman where she lived
and interacted with other famous folk including William H. Seward.”

80. “I have worked with the National Park Service in [several park areas, and
urge] that the NPS take over the Harriet Tubman House in Auburn, NY as a NPS
site. I am sure my great, great, great uncle William H. Seward, Governor of NY, a
strong abolitionist and Secretary of State in Lincoln’s cabinet, whose home was and
is in Auburn, would approve. Thanks for the good work the NPS does across the
country, under reduced funding, but with increasing demands for public parks and
preservation of historic sites.”
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81. “The Harriet Tubman Home should be a fully funded and staffed National
Park, to honor one of our great African American heroes who helped our country.
The Tubman properties need restoration, and when completed, NPS staffing, and
fully funded for everyone to enjoy.”

82. “I agree that alternative three is the best if funding is possible. The AME Zion
church has extremely limited resources, and since Harriet Tubman is a national
historic figure, the preservation of her home should be a national project.”

83. “I am proud to live in a city that has a resource like the Tubman Home.
Harriet Tubman, William Seward, Theodore Case, there are many historical
names for Auburn to be proud of and for the National Park Service to recognize
the Tubman House I feel is really only just the beginning for us. I have only one
concern for the property. There was recently some property purchased across the
street from the Tubman Home on South St. This property was formerly a bar, and
was, and still is vacant and unkempt. All of the Tubman property is in a residential
(R-1) neighborhood and I live very close to it. My main concern is what the Parks
Service plans to do with this property, and how it will be developed to maintain
the integrity of our neighborhood. There is a pizza shop, funeral home, NYS
Armory, a condemned home for adults, a condemned bar, and The Tubman Home
all within 500-600 feet of each other, and all were granted variances to operate.
Please consider that over the years I have seen my neighborhood change and I am
not against that, but I do have strong feelings on how it will fit into the residential
theme. With the real estate market the way it is, property values likely will decrease
on their own, so I’'m sure you can understand my concerns to try and preserve the
value of my home and neighborhood.”

84. “As a former resident of Auburn, NY, and someone with 35 year ties to the
area, I am delighted to hear of this planned project. For too long, places and pieces
of Auburn’s history have been torn down or sold off, with little regard for their
national significance. I have visited the Tubman home on South St., and while
always pleased that it had been preserved, I felt, like many residents, that much
more could be done to celebrate the life of this amazing woman.”

85. “We are strongly in favor of making the Harriet Tubman Home and the other
locations in Auburn, NY a part of the National Park Service. Harriet Tubman
was a unique figure in our nation’s history and her activities need to be recognized
and honored by the American people. We have visited the Harriet Tubman home
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in Auburn and will revisit it in the future. The NPS support can only enhance the
existing site. We are strong supporters of efforts to help the National Park Service
recognize Harriet Tubman and her life work in Auburn and Maryland.”

86. “As a resident of 84 South Street and owner of 80 South Street I really hope
Harriet Tubman Home becomes a National Park. Harriet Tubman, is an essential
part of American History, NY State & World History. Let’s preserve an American
original!!”

87. “I am writing in regard to the proposed Harriet Tubman Historical Park. I
have been a resident of Cayuga County for more than thirty-five years, and I have
increasingly become aware of the rich historical legacy of this part of NewYork.
As a professor at our local community college and with a particular interest in
19th Century literature and culture, I often make reference to this rich past. I
have often taken visitors, both personal friends and visiting lecturers and artists,
to Harriet Tubman’s grave in Fort Hill Cemetery. The Seward House is obviously
a major historical site, well developed and well kept. The Tubman House itself,
however, stands in contrast. It deserves much better development. While the local
community is somewhat aware of Harriet Tubman, it has not been able to do
justice to the honor of having had such a person associated with our area.”

Bl NPS Response

Thank you for your comments. Notable resources associated with Harriet
Tubman in Auburn include archeological and archival material and the
historic landscape of her home and farm in addition to the important historic
structures. All would be examined in the general management planning that
would be conducted for a new park, and typically, management plans are done
for each type of resource, such as collections, archeological inventories, historic
landscape inventories, and landscape treatment plans. All such plans are

done as part of NPS work to preserve resources for the benefit of current and
future generations. The park’s general management plan would also assess any
impacts on adjoining properties and neighborhoods and attempt to alleviate
any impacts of increased visitation.

Consider Fort Hill Cemetery and Auburn Park Boundary

88. “I am disappointed that the historic Fort Hill Cemetery, where Tubman is
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buried, does not appear to be included in this national preservation effort. I have
watched with concern as monuments in this cemetery have been desecrated or
stolen. The committee who overseas Fort Hill will periodically sell off items of
interest, as well-most recently, beautiful benches that were scattered throughout
the cemetery were refurbished and sold to the highest bidder. There has to be a
better way to fund the area historic sites and collections than through the sale of
irreplaceable antiquities pertinent to those sites. Please consider including Fort Hill
in this project; it is the final resting place of many prominent citizens, many who
would be nationally recognized or of national relevance.”

89. “[The SRS says] ‘There would be no need to include the Fort Hill Cemetery in
a potential park boundary since the preponderance of resources do not relate to
Tubman.” While the Fort Hill Cemetery does include many unrelated resources, the
presence of Harriet Tubman’s grave makes the cemetery worthy of inclusion within
the boundaries of the National Historic Park. Including the grave site is absolutely
necessary to ensure its long-term protection, support, and proper interpretation.”

90. “....I am delighted that the plan for the Park will include the Harriet Tubman
gravesite, but conversely dismayed that it does not seem to include Fort Hill
Cemetery. There are so many sites within the property that are apropos to the life of
Harriet Tubman — and there are many other sites germane to national interest. I have
been involved with research of Fort Hill for nearly 30 years [and have] published

a pictorial history of Fort Hill.....There would be scores of people [buried] in Fort
Hill who were contemporaries of Harriet Tubman; who shaped the society in which
she lived here for decades. Certainly there was a symbiotic relationship between
those leaders whose politics, spirituality, philanthropy and socieal conscience and
Tubman’s activities for which she depended for their support....Tubman was not
isolated from the citizens and vibrant history of Auburn in life, nor should NPS
recognition of her gravesite be isolated from those whose common history she
shared. They were united in life for the creation of that history, I believe they should
be united now under the protection and preservation of the NPS.”

91. “[Tubman crossed to Canada] at the suspension bridge in Niagara Falls. We
are interested in interpreting the area as part of the proposed Tubman park unit in
Auburn. The landscape below the bridge has not been touched by human hands.
We have plans to conduct a study on the whirlpool bridge traffic patterns/flow,
with the data then presented to homeland security. Our reasoning is the opening
up of the bridge to pedestrian traffic only to the center never actually crossing....
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The Whirlpool bridge is becoming a destination for those who want to view what
Harriet did en-route to Canada. Niagara Falls were designated a National Heritage
Corridor this year.”

B NPSResponse

Thank you for your comments. When the NPS takes cultural resources into its
system, gravesites are in a special category. The policy and practice is to include
gravesites only when there are no, or few, other resources associated with the
person being recognized. The study recognizes the importance of the gravesite,
including its power as a symbol as well as a touchstone for powerful emotional
connections to Harriet Tubman. The SRS suggests that any park established in
Auburn be authorized to conduct interpretive tours of related Harriet Tubman
resources. Should such a relationship be defined by further research, the
cemetery may be defined as a related resource.

As to interpreting the Niagara crossing to Canada from Auburn, expansion

of the boundary of the potential park to include that and other areas, was
regarded in the study as too far removed from the vital center of Tubman’s life
in Auburn. However, the establishment of the Niagara Falls National Heritage
Corridor provides opportunities for possible cooperative interpretive endeavors
with a potential national historical park in Auburn.
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Comments Related to Visitor Experience
and Interpretation

A number of comments addressed visitor experience and interpretive programming.
The SRS contained illustrative themes which may provide the basis of future
interpretive programs at both potential units of the national park system.

Interpretive Themes and Activities

92. “The Tubman interpretive themes outlined in the report are strong and vitally
important ones for Eastern Shore residents to hear and embrace.”

93. “When individuals sacrifice themselves, their own well being for a noble cause,
this should be remembered, the story should be told completely and handed down
from generation to generation. For those who now benefit from such courage and
past sacrifice, being made aware is the least that should be insured.”

94. “You credit Harriet with operating one of the first homes for the aged blacks.
There is much documentation that Harriet took care of the blind and especially
documentation by an interviewer the day after Harriet attended the Theodore
Pomeroy funeral that she also took in the homeless. On that day, she took in a
woman with three little children for example. The options for the woman at that
time were the poor house and the possibility that her children would be placed in
an orphanage, or Harriet and she turned to Harriet. You might want to amend
‘aged’ and include the homeless.”

95. “[The Tubman Home is] = the AME Zion Church. The sites were visited
by my family and my organizations’ board members. The family included my
2 grandchildren who at the time were 3yrs and Syrs old. In our work to bring
Afrikan and Afrikan-American heritage and cultural awareness to communities
throughout the state of CT, the experience of actually walking on the ground
where ‘Moses’ walked, brought our stories to life. We felt a definite connection
and know that others who have studied and or heard many stories about Harriet
Tubman would benefit from a visit or two to the site. Before we left the site
after visiting the Church, our group held a LIBATION ceremony on the home
site. It brought everything we’ve been teaching to full circle. Thank you for the
opportunity to express my thoughts about the Harriet ‘Moses” Tubman.”
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96. “Historical UGRR Society of the Hudson Valley would like to see this study, and
subject in general, become a part of the planned 400th Quadricentennial in 2009.”

97. “Race To Knowledge, Inc. conducts the core projects and youth residing in the
Bronzeville Community located on the South side of Chicago who attends Chicago
Public Schools. The budding scholars spearhead historical research connecting
curriculum ideas to technology. Information gathered is used to create virtual

and interpretive tour back to slavery, a span of over some 500 years. We support
the effort to preserve Harriet Tubman’s legacy by restoring and preserving this
historical landmark.”

Bl NPS Response

Thank you for your comments. Should Congress establish units of the national
park system devoted to Harriet Tubman, both units will establish park themes
during their general management planning process and comprehensive and
long-range interpretive plans. The study calls for close cooperation by both
such units in planning and telling the full range of stories associated with
Harriet Tubman.

Interpretation and Tourism in Auburn

98. “[Regarding] Option C: The proposal for Maryland includes an interpretive
center, but no corresponding facility is mentioned for the Auburn site. Two
modern buildings (the exhibit center and library) now stand on the historic
Tubman lands in Auburn. For historical authenticity, these should be removed,
and a separate visitors’ center should be established on land north or south of the
historic property. I strongly endorse including such plans in this initial authorizing
legislation. The Tubman site in Auburn is a world-class site, and the country
deserves and expects no less than a world-class interpretive center.”

99. “Harriet Tubman is an International Heroine that must be memorialized
through an aggressive development project, a robust interpretive program, effective
marketing and a quality end product. Anything less would be a disservice to our
county. The United States Park Service offers the best opportunity to partner with
the Harriet Tubman Home, Inc. and implement the best possible interpretation
experience at the sites located in Auburn, New York..... Harriet spent more

than 50 years of her life in Auburn and the physical remembrance of this exists
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and is the best way to interpret her contributions to our nation. The connection
with William Henry Seward, U.S. Senator and later U.S. Secretary of State is an
important part of telling the entire story of Harriet Tubman’s struggles and those
that assisted her and should be strengthened together with other leaders of the
Underground Railroad Movement.”

100. “The City of Auburn is in support of the proposed creation of the Harriet
Tubman National Park in Auburn and the Proposed ‘Alternative C — National
Historical Parks in New York and Maryland’....At this time I strongly urge and
endorse the appropriation of funds for the adoption of ‘Alternative C* as well

as the establishment of an Interpretive and Information Center at the proposed
Harriet Tubman National Historical Park. The Interpretive Center will play a
critical role in housing and displaying the large collection of archeological artifacts
that have been recovered from the property as well as engage visitors in the
important role Harriet Tubman played during the Civil War and as the

%

‘Moses of her People.

101. “In light of all the celebration surrounding Seward planned for the next years,
what a great opportunity to begin the celebration of the life and heroic acts of
Harriet Tubman.”

102. “The Tubman House serves both as a reminder not to subjugate other groups
and, more hopefully, as a milestone by which to measure the continued progress

of our society. Auburn is blessed with a profusion of historic import, yet remains
relatively unrecognized as a destination for historical tourism. Any efforts that
advance this cause will serve to bring additional revenue to a relatively depressed
region and, if properly executed, may be synergetic with such other attractions

as the Tiffany-decorated Willard Chapel, Shines’ Theater (currently undergoing
restoration), the Seward Mansion, the cradle of the women’s suffrage movement....
Auburn should seek a unified approach to becoming a tourist destination
consistent with its many attractions and natural beauty.”

103. “I’ve been going out to the Harriet Tubman home most of my life. It would
be good if National Parks would include community organizations that have
supported the home and the works that are continuing. I’'ve worked with the
Carters for 15 years to help in the development and expansion of the library. The
library is privately owned through the AME Zion church. Our goal is to continue
educating the public who come to visit the Harriet Tubman Home. We also plan
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to work with surrounding educational centers to continue an in-depth research
analysis of Harriet Tubman’s life, and African in the Americas. Our main focusing
would include Africans in New York State. It is important because the AME Zion
Church was organized 1796 in New York. Harriet Tubman was an active member,
and the AME Zion church was apart of the Underground Railroad and focused

on education Africans people. It is important that we understand that two learned
of Harriet Tubman’s visions and legacy through her spiritual relationship with the
AME Zion Church. I know the National Parks Service is striving to keep the legacy
of Harriet Tubman strong which I’'m grateful. However, it is important that you
keep in mind all those who’ve worked diligently keeping her legacy alive and well.
Such as the African Methodist Episcopal Zion Church, the Association for the
Study of Classical African Civilization (ASCAC), Harriet Tubman 300, Community
Action Organization of Erie County, and other organizations that have made great
contribution to the legacy of Harriet Tubman. As you move forward in this study, I
ask that these organizations be included in you meetings and studies.”

104. “With the loss of several industries and the loss of our educated youth to
larger cities with greater career opportunities, Auburn was losing its vitality and
hope. But Auburn, NY is a diamond in the rough. Auburn has a fascinating history
that includes the William Seward home, Tubman’s Home for the Aged, a Tiffany
Chapel, a Scheine Theater, excellent art museums and local cultural organizations,
as well as beautiful natural resources in the heart of the Finger Lakes. There are
efforts being made to create venues to attract both visual and performance art and
there is great desire to share our history with tourists. By approving the creation
of a National Park, Congress will not only honor Harriet Tubman, preserve her
legacy and create a greater level of national awareness, but it will be supporting

a vehicle by which a beautiful, historic community can revive and recreate itself,
benefiting Auburn both economically and spiritually.”

Bl NPS Response

Thank you for your comments. Concerning the proposed Maryland
interpretive or visitor center, a corresponding facility in Auburn exists at the
Tubman Home and could continue to operate for many more years. If a park
is established, long-term resource management and visitor service needs and
facilities would be identified in the park’s general management plan. With
regard to comment #103, the NPS study team is fully aware of the many
people and organizations that have contributed to the stewardship of the
Harriet Tubman resources in Auburn, as well as those who have fostered her
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remembrance and protection of resources in Maryland. Should units of the
national park system be established in both locations, NPS would welcome
your continuing interest and contributions in protecting resources and
providing linkages to other interested persons and organizations.

Among the sites the special resource study was asked to examine was the
Seward House. The study identified critical links between Harriet Tubman

and William H. Seward from the mid 19th century, and saw rich potential

for interpretation and cross visitation between the two homes. But there was
neither interest nor need to include the Seward House in alternatives for
management. As those who commented point out, NPS believes it is important
to create additional cooperative programming between the Tubman Home and
the Seward House.

Interpretation and Tourism in Maryland

105. “Approval of the preferred alternative will provide excellent educational
opportunities for the public to learn about an American leader, her extraordinary
example of human courage and her early life on Maryland’s Eastern Shore. In
addition, the park will inform the public of the struggles of emancipation and the
story of the Underground Railroad....These historic lands have the extraordinary
power to tell Tubman’s story where it happened, and in a landscape that has
experienced relatively minor changes since the mid 19th century. Protecting these
lands will allow visitors to walk the same ground that Tubman walked over 150
years ago, inspiring them and allowing them to draw strength from her vision and
determination.”

106. “The Dorchester County Tourism Department and the Heart of Chesapeake
Country Heritage Area proudly support Alternative C....It is our hope that by
preserving the birthplace of Harriet Tubman and the environs that both helped
and hindered her on her path to freedom, we will create an inspiring cultural
experience for visitors and locals. It is difficult to believe that there is no other
federal commemorative site established to honor this nationally and internationally
recognized heroine.”

107. “The proposed Interpretive Center will provide another extremely important

historical and environmental area to educate the public and will provide a
tremendous tourist destination for our County. As an economically depressed area,
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tourism is a major economic resource for Dorchester County and will provide a
great asset as well as the other areas in the Study.”

108. “The fact that a great deal of the landscape will be environmentally protected
and that some of it is still used for agricultural purposes will no doubt enhance the
learning experience of the visitors as the interpretation of Harriet Tubman’s life
and times is done. It will allow them to visualize the context of the era in which she
was a leader.”

109. “We are pleased and proud that Araminta Ross aka Harriet Tubman was a
Dorchester County native of MD, and feel it is high time she is honored with a
National Park. At times I have served as a tour guide for the local Harriet Tubman
Org. and we have also built a replica slave cabin on our farm - it has been used in
educational re-enactments of her life and filming of a movie of her life. ....Her life
story is truly inspirational to all Americans.”

110. “For many years preservationists, historians, tourism officials, activists and
citizens in Dorchester and Caroline Counties collaborated on an impressive 125
mile driving tour and a comprehensive Corridor Management Plan that follows a
well known route taken by ‘“Tubman’ and other slaves seeking freedom, on what
came to be known as an important Eastern pathway of the Underground Railroad.
Designated as the Harriet Tubman Underground Railroad Byway by the Maryland
State Highway Administration, the roadway connects nationally significant historic
and cultural resources and landscapes in two Eastern Shore Maryland counties.
The Byway also incorporates the sites of Harriet Tubman’s birth, childhood, and
young adulthood, representing a very vibrant and personal context to a profoundly
American story of slavery and the struggle for freedom. The honor and privilege

of being a National Park Service unit bestows incalculable funding eligibility

to collaborate, manage, and maintain the integrity of the 125 mile picturesque
byway in perpetuity. It will also support assistance to property owners, stimulate
research and artistic expression while marketing the Byway as a local and visitor
experience. Equally important with a National Park Service unit designation and
linkage to the National Underground Railroad Network to Freedom, the 125

mile Harriet Tubman Underground Railroad Byway would increase the Byway’s
national profile, serve as a prototype, encourage partnerships and thereby stimulate
economically important discovery and cultural tourism to these mostly rural
counties.”
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111. “The Caroline County Historical Society: The one and only proposed
interpretive center for the new Park will be approximately 30 miles distant from
Poplar Neck... The fact that Poplar Neck was the site of Tubman’s most daring
and best described rescues (e.g., her brothers, her parents, etc.) will mean that a
large number of persons can be expected to visit Poplar Neck.... Many visitors can
be expected to approach the new Park from the north rather than starting at the
visitors center in the extreme south....An interpretive building will help alleviate
problems experienced by visitors due to the dead-end aspect of the county roadway
in Poplar Neck, which is already a concern expressed by residents and farmers in
Poplar Neck.”

112. “The Caroline County Office of Tourism strongly supports ... a Visitor’s Center
or ...an interpretive Visitor Contact Station in the Poplar Neck region. Given the
significance of the documented rescue sites in the Poplar Neck region and the fact that
the proposed Visitor’s Center will be located a substantial distance from these sites,
we strongly feel that an additional interpretive center would better accommodate and
educate visitors who may not be traveling south to Dorchester County.”

113. “The County Commissioners of Caroline County....would like to see the
study include a recommendation for a tourism reception point in Caroline County.
We are particularly concerned about the ability of the county to handle the
potential crowds of people that will come to Caroline County to view Poplar Neck.
Unfortunately, Caroline County is a very rural county with extremely limited
financial resources and we have no county tourism center.”

114, “I support ...[the] recommendation that consideration be given to some

sort of interpretive Visitor Contact Station in the Poplar Neck region. Given the
numerous significant rescues that occurred in the Poplar Neck area and the fact
that the proposed location of the Visitor’s Center is 30 miles south of these sites
in Dorchester County, I feel that the addition of some sort of interpretive center
in the Poplar Neck region would accommodate visitors who are entering from the
north.”

115. “As a homeowner living in a town that has a significant Harriet Tubman
story occurring, I am pleased that I have a voice and can comment on the Harriet
Tubman Special Resource Study. I am writing to say that I strongly support [the]
suggestion [of another Visitor Center North of the Dorchester Blackwater area]
and feel that due to the thousands of tourists who travel Rt. 404 by Denton
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heading to the beaches, having a visitor center in Denton area would be a
tremendous asset. The public might be driving from points North of the Byway
suggested starting point down in Blackwater. It would make it easier if they could
enter the Byway and obtain information as they head South to the Blackwater
National Park center.”

116. “As Executive Administrator of the Harriet Tubman Underground Railroad
Byway Organization, 1.... support....Alternative C....[and ask] that serious
consideration be given to the addition of a physical presence, preferably an
interpretive Visitor’s Center, in the Poplar Neck region of Caroline County...
.[Gliven the documented significance of rescue sites in this region, we [should] not
miss the opportunity to fully engage visitors that enter the byway from the north,
in Poplar Neck’s part of this historic, educational and cultural experience.”

117. “The Harriet Tubman and Underground Railroad Road stories are and will
continue to be journeys of discovery and research....Members of the Maryland
Historical Trust staff.... consider [Alternative C] to be the best solution for this
national story of black history that extends from Maryland to New York and
reflects Tubman’s long life and many contributions to American history.”

Bl NPS Response

Thank you for your comments. Concerning the interest in a visitor information
station in Caroline County near Poplar Neck, should a national historical

park be established in Maryland, an ensuing general management plan will

be undertaken to determine the appropriate range of visitor service facilities
necessary for the park.

NPS also recognizes the important interconnection of the Harriet Tubman
Underground Railroad Byway in enhancing future coordinated interpretation
of the region. Linkages to many related sites in Dorchester, Caroline and Talbot
Counties would be important elements in ensuring that visitors understand the
context of Harriet Tubman’s life and times.

Tubman and the Arts

118. “This is a important undertaking to preserve the strong history of a woman
who was led by spirit and lived by spirit. I live in Chester County PA, 50 miles
from the Mason Dixon line, and Harriet passed through parts of Kennett Square
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on her way to Philadelphia many times. In Philly she worked as a waitress and
was often at the side of the great William Still. I portray Ms. Tubman, not by
choice, but was called up to do so by the American Heritage Student Tour Co.
about 10 years ago, because I perform the works of Paul Laurence Dunbar. I never
planned on re-enacting Sister Tubman, but what a joy it has been to use this form
of educational entertainment to many children, so much so, that when I end my
humble attempt to channel her energy, one child told me adamantly, when I said I
wasn’t really Harriet Tubman, ‘you are Harriet Tubman!’ I am self taught and have
studied and read all the books on her life. I can feel this project will be amazing to
finalize and look forward to information that ’m sure I have missed down the line.
Keep up the great work. Myself and all the Harriet Tubman interpreters should
support this wholeheartedly.”

119. “Uneducated in the worldly sense, yet Harriet had Mother wit, the wisdom of
many, and the wit of one. She had the body of a woman and poor, yet she had the
favor of the Holy Master known in African American folklore as the second Moses
even though completely the opposite of the first. Harriet Tubman is one of my
heroes. Young and Old alike can and do find a life lesson when they read or hear
of her life’s story. I’ve done first-person Harriet Tubman characterizations for the
past 8 years. I’ve had people to remember Harriet many years after a presentation.
Her life is so inspiring. Yes I think it’s time to Honor Her! It’s time.”

Bl NPS Response

Thank you for your comments. The NPS believes that art is an important
element in providing public appreciation of Harriet Tubman’s life and
contributions. Should these units of the national park system be established,
the contributions of many in the arts will be welcomed and contribute to
further understanding of this important historical figure and her relevance to
today’s society.
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Comments on Funding and
Management of the Parks

Writers expressed their views on future funding and management of the parks along
with several notes about the need for NPS to engage broader partnerships.

Funding

120. “I do have [a concern] with Option C, however, especially as it relates to
the Tubman Home in Auburn: Financial assistance would be in the form of 1:1
matching grants to the AME Zion Church and/or to other ‘governmental and
nonprofit organizations’ for ‘historic preservation, rehabilitation, exhibits, and
maintenance.” Why is it not possible for the National Park Service to fund

at least part of this operation entirely, without the 1:1 requirement for
matching grants?”

121. “The financial resources described [in the alternatives] should reduce the
matching requirements for the Auburn site, giving relief to the Harriet Tubman
Home for the 100 plus years of AME Zion’s stewardship of the Tubman site and
its contributing properties....The report should support a priority to provide
general operating support from the NPS immediately to the Auburn NY, Tubman
site since it is operational, unlike the Maryland sites.....The report has a clear
imbalance in substance and financial resources in favor of Maryland while [the
Harriet Tubman Home and Fort Hill Cemetery have] the only tangible, well-
documented historical resources associated with Harriet Tubman.....We support
additional NPS resources and funding in Auburn to ensure .... the acquisition
the proposed preservation easement.....It is important that financial resources [be
available] to explore the contemporary value of Tubman through programs and
services in a state of the art conference facility (to be located across the street from
the Harriet Tubman Home) is a part of Alternative C.”

122. “While ‘Alternative C’ encourages Congress to establish a Harriet Tubman
National Historical Park as a unit of the national park system and proposes

an allocation of $7.5 million for ‘exhibits, preservation, restoration, and/or
rehabilitation’ as well as additional funds for the general management plan,
staffing and maintenance; the funding that has been allocated does not include the
creation of an Interpretive and Information Center. This type of facility, which is
currently proposed in the Maryland counterpart National Park, should be located
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on lands either to the north or south of the existing 32 acres. The proposed
additional budget for an Interpretive Center is $7 million.”

123. “[CJonsidering that much of her legacy and reputation is grounded in oral
history, I think it most proper for the federal government to commit long-term
funding to convey to all the world the Harriet that people from all walks of life
adored and continue to adore and respect.”

Management

124. “We support the equivalent of 5-7 fulltime NPS personnel for the Harriet
Tubman Home (HTH), Auburn site. The Auburn HTH site must however

have its own fulltime dedicated NPS Superintendent. The prominence of the
site and the work yet to be done at the site requires the attention of a fulltime
superintendent if the NPS is serious about the long term success of the HTH
Auburn site. Sharing general administrative support may be wholly appropriate
at this stage in the development of the Auburn site.....Immediate operational
support for the HTH Auburn New York site should be a SRS recommendation.
The HTH is an active site year round facility that would benefit from the use of
immediate financial support that would maintain the property and enhance the
visitor experience.”

125. “The complexity and importance of the Harriet Tubman site in Auburn
warrants its own on-site superintendent. Management and administration should
be located on-site given the scope of the long-term, capital projects that will need
continual supervision, [rather than relying on a nearby established unit of the
National Park system, as the report envisions in Alternative C.]”

126. “Over the past decades, Harriet Tubman’s family and followers have
successfully managed to preserve Harriet’s estate, often on a shoe string budget.
Now is the time to commit more funding and personnel to do this properly at more
national level of significance and awareness.”

127. “We would like to see a blood descendant [in Maryland] of Harriet Ross
Tubman serve on any committees related to the project. The Ross family is very
interested in honoring our legacy, but like Harriet many are very timid and private.
This by no means diminishes our dedication to the project. It is our desire to see a
national descendant registry be included with this project.”
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128. “Eastern Shore Land Conservancy (ESLC) encourages all investments to
benefit the local community including employment opportunities, use of local
contractors and companies, reasonable compensation of landowners, support for
development of new businesses, and support for building the capacity of existing
organizations and businesses that support the visitor experience.”

Partnerships

129. “Blackwater NWR...plays an important role in the overall partnership vision
that has been developed to protect the entire Tubman landscape....The [U.S. Fish
and Wildlife Service] looks forward to working closely with the NPS and the other
partners in moving this important project honoring Harriet Tubman into the future.”

130. “The partnership nature of this alternative with state and local governments,
nonprofits, and academic institutions maximizes the opportunities for on-going
and collaborative research.”

131. “The Town of Fleming supports your efforts to bring in the National Park
Service to be partners with the Harriet Tubman home. I believe this will be a great
benefit to all parties and the community in general. The Town of Fleming is ready
to help in any manner to make this plan a success.”

132. “The Gullah/Geechee Sea Island Coalition and the Gullah/Geechee Nation
...support[s| Alternative C [which]... will also allow for a partnership list to be
developed so that those of us that are in other locations that have sites related to
the work of Harriet Tubman will be able to jointly coordinate activities with the
sites in New York and Maryland.”

133. “Given the importance of discovering the true history of Harriet Tubman to
the nation and our local community, we [the Maryland Federalsburg Historical
Society| are seeking to partner with the various entities — Federal, State and Local
— on this important National Harriet Tubman Park project and its associated
byways and networks.”

134, “The Harriet Tubman National Historical Park is designed to create
partnerships with private landowners, States, local governments and nonprofit
entities needed to commemorate Harriet Tubman’s life and emancipation from
slavery. We [The Conservation Fund] feel strongly that the Harriet Tubman
National Historical Park would provide a fitting tribute to this vitally important
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chapter of our nation’s story and look forward to being a part of this
important project.”

Bl NPS Response

Thank you for your comments.

Funding

In the selected alternative, cost estimates are outlined based on an assessment
of current needs and reflects current budgetary reality. Should Congress
establish a national historical park in Auburn, it will be, in part,recognition
of the century-long ownership and stewardship of the property by the AME
Zion Church. However, such stewardship per se does not qualify it for
additional funding. The timing of funds for a national park depends solely on
appropriations made by the Congress after a park is established.

Regarding the proposed 1:1 funding match, the nature of partnership parks
is that they operate with contributions from non-NPS partners, and an equal
match is typical. For the partner, the match can be made through in-kind
services as well as actual funds. NPS assumes 100% of the costs in parks
that are fully owned and operated by the NPS. That is not the relationship
envisioned in the SRS.

As to the case for a higher level of suggested funding for a unit in Auburn, New
York, because of its structural historical resources, the NPS study team regards
the resources in New York and Maryland to be dissimilar in scale, if not
importance. While Auburn has historic structures to be protected, Maryland
has far more potentially threatened land area to be protected. The NPS study
team suggests that resource protection needs, rather than financial equity
should drive the distribution of funds in both locations.

Management

Typically, a project manager is appointed to activate a new park. Long-term
organization and staffing requirements will be determined by the NPS in
consultation with the Harriet Tubman Home, Inc.

With regard to comment #127, NPS would welcome the participation of
Harriet Tubman’s descendants in the future establishment of any potential
national historical park.
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Partnerships

Continuing Suggestions for partnership activities are welcomed by the NPS and
those received will be passed on to future park managers should units of the
national park system be established in New York and Maryland.
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Errata

Some respondents noticed typographical errors, mistaken dates, and inaccuracies in
the report, and these are corrected in this section.

Executive Summary, Page iii, last paragraph:

tax [rotes] rolls

Page 2-6:

Quakers were among the earliest and most important voices of the dissent against
slavery. Though some Quakers denounced the owning of slaves from the earliest

times, it was not until [Quaker John-Woolman-of NewJersey; makinga-
Marytand; - Virginta;and North-Carohinain-the mid-1+700s—called-attention

b O 3

colonial

the-century;|_the 1750s that the Society of Friends as a whole took a decidedly anti-
slavery position. The writings of Quakers John Woolman and Anthony Benezet

called for an end to slavery. Quakers had largely manumitted their slaves by 1780s,
by which time Methodists and Baptists were also manumitting their enslaved labor,

and joining the small but growing ranks of American abolitionists.

Page 2-13:

When Mary (Pattison Brodess) Thompson died around 1810, Anthony Thompson
became the guardian to her son, his stepson, Edward Brodess, then age nine,
maintaining control of Brodess’s inherited property in enslaved people and land
until Brodess turned 21 in 1822.

2-33, end of Paragraph 3, add:

Dr. Thompson divided his time between this 2,167-acre farm, which he purchased
in 1846, and his smaller farm Bellefield in Cambridge. When Dr. Thompson’s
father died in 1837, he inherited Harriet Tubman’s father, Ben Ross. Three years
later he manumitted Ben as required by his father’s will, and Ben continued to
work for him for pay as a timber inspector. In 1855 Ben was able to purchase his
wife’s freedom from the widow Eliza Brodess. (Edward Brodess was supposed to

manumit Rit when she was age 45, but he failed to do so, and it was many years
later that her husband paid for her freedom.)
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Page 2-23:

Figure 2-14. [1936s] View, c¢. 1931-1945, of Tubman property on South Street,
Auburn, New York. From the private collection of Donald Norris, Auburn, NY

The map following Page 2-26, Tubman in Maryland: Regional Setting, is missing
numbers 4, 19, and 21. They were inadvertently dropped in the production of the
report. Please refer to Maryland Regional Setting map, following Page 4-8, for the
location of these three sites.

Page 2-35, Paragraph 3:

The Tubman sites in Auburn consist of her residence, the Home for the Aged,
Thompson Memorial AME Zion Church, and her gravesite. They are at three
separate sites. The Tubman Home on South Street, owned by the AME Zion
Church, appears as an integrated single site with the residence and the home for
the aged plus two modern buildings visible from the road, one an administration
building and the other a contemporary visitor center visible at the back of the
cleared area. Deep in the rear of the property, out of sight from the road, is the
foundation of the brick structure that Tubman named John Brown Hall. In this
building, Tubman cared for aged and ill people. The structure [disintegrated-earty-
in-the20th-eentury| was severely damaged by fire in 1949 and demolished shortly

thereafter, and extensive vegetation covers the foundation and the remainder of

the property. Thompson Memorial Church, also owned by AME Zion Church, is
about one mile away on a street adjacent to Fort Hill Cemetery, where Tubman’s
gravesite is located.

Page 2-38:

This modest rectangular two-story frame building with a steeple is set in a
residential neighborhood with [eomparably| somewhat smaller scaled [butldings]

1-1/2 and 2-1/2 story wood frame houses. The interior contains a small vestibule

inside the front doors, a small office, and stairs leading to the basement and the
balcony. Through interior doors is the double-aisle sanctuary with pulpit and choir
seats on low platforms with low wooden railings. A mural thought to refer to
“Sister Harriet” is on the wall behind the pulpit and choir.

Page 3-15, in Paragraph 5:

The Auburn, New York, properties total less than 35 acres and contain five historic
structures and [three] two contemporary buildings. The main property on South
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Street, on the Fleming town line, contains [32] seven acres of the historic Tubman
farm adjoining 25 acres she purchased in 1896 for use as the Home for the Aged.

Page 4-8, Paragraph 5:

In Maryland, NPS would be authorized to provide up to 1:1 matching financial
assistance grants to the State of Maryland, local governments, and nonprofit
entities for fee or less than fee purchases of interests in properties from willing
sellers within the boundaries of the national historical park. While NPS would

be authorized to acquire lands by donation or by fee or less than fee purchases
from willing property owners, it is not the intention of the NPS to own fee simple
or less than few interests in land within the boundaries of the park due to their
continuing value as privately operated agricultural and forestry landscapes. NPS
would additionally be authorized to provide 1:1 matching financial assistance

to the State of Maryland for the design and construction of the Harriet Tubman
Underground Railroad visitor center at the state park. The State of Maryland
would provide space for NPS staff and operations at the site. NPS would also share
in the operational costs of the facility.

Page 5-7, Paragraph 3:

Nutria, mute swans, and gypsy moths are significant exotic invasive species found
in the region, while among the resident invasive species [are| is Canada goose

[;bobwhite-quatheastern-witd-turkey].

5-8, in Paragraph 4:

Some archeological research has been done in the pertinent areas -- in Dorchester
County at the Brodess Farm on Greenbriar Road and the future state park
property ([Eintheeum| Linthicum parcel) on Golden Hill Road. Findings at the
former concerning the original farm house and other structures from ¢. 1820-50
were inconclusive but warrant further work. At the site of the future state park
visitor center, findings suggested transient Native American activities in the vicinity
of the existing building.

5-12, in Paragraph S:

Ongoing [archaeotogieal]| archeological investigations since 1998 have produced
important information about the Tubman site. Artifacts are kept either on site

or with the archeologists at Syracuse University. Findings suggest potential for
continuing archeological investigation throughout the property, which could
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Errata

reveal details of Tubman’s farm operation as well as her long-time residence and
operation of the John Brown Hall.

5-38, addition:
Other NPS Offices

Robin White, Superintendent, Little Rock Central High School
National Historic Site

Appendices:
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Chronology of Harriet Tubman’s Life
Page A-15

[1886] 1879 Rit died. Tubman continued to farm her seven acre property and run
a small brick-making business with Davis.
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Additional Information

Since the study does not provide an exhaustive history, some writers amplified
the report’s information in comments such as the following remarks. Additional
information is welcomed and will be passed on to the park managers if the parks
are established.

Underground Railroad Routes

One respondent provides the following information about routes of the
Underground Railroad. “Figure 2-10 may show a sampling of routes to freedom
but does not show all the routes to freedom from the Shore. One example is John
Thomas, who was born a slave on the Ezekiel Merrick Plantation in Queen Anne’s
County Maryland and escaped around 1839 from Beavers Dam, present day
Ingleside. Thomas and the two other fugitives traveled a more northernly route to
Philadelphia than is depicted by Figure 2-10. Again, Figure 2-11 depicts several
northern routes to Canada from Maryland but it doesn’t depict all the northern
routes used by freedom seekers to Canada. The most direct route from Troy NY
to Canada is via Lake Champlain north to Montreal. Lavinia Bell, who was born
free in Washington, DC and kidnapped as an infant and sold into slavery in Texas,
escaped by traveling to Ohio then crossing east to the Champlain Valley. She
traveled by train from Rouses Point, NY to Montreal. She was assisted by black
underground railroad conductors, the Jones family, who were originally from
Baltimore, MD and lived in Montreal. Ongoing research here in northern New
York reveals that not all the freedom seekers crossed into Canada. Many settled
here and in New England and intermarried with the local population of European
Americans and Native Americans.”

Tubman Rescue Trips

This information from a researcher relates to Page 2-25 of the report.

“In all, Tubman made from 11 to perhaps 19 trips to and from slave territory,
bringing out dozens, and possibly hundreds of freedom-seekers....” And the
footnote comment is “...Sarah Bradford credited Tubman with rescuing 300
people in 19 trips, but some recent historians have challenged Bradford’s account,
which became part of the historical record and have been repeated in nearly every
publication about Tubman since that time.”
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New York State Assistance to Tubman Home

A list on Page 1-12 refers to the programs and activities, which is elaborated in the
following comment.

“The New York State Heritage Program is assisting the Harriet Tubman Home
in Auburn to develop an interpretive program.... [through the] Underground
Railroad Heritage Trail, a program of the New York State Office of Parks,
Recreation and Historic Preservation. The Tubman Home is the centerpiece

and regional hub of the New York State Underground Railroad Heritage Trail
Program, with 12 sites located within a 90-minute drive. The New York State
Underground Railroad Heritage Trail has committed $250,000 for exhibits and
another $60,000 in consultant support to enhance the tour program at the Home
over the next 18 months. The New York State Office of Parks, Recreation and
Historic Preservation (OPRHP) has also awarded the Harriet Tubman Home Inc.
$384,132 in EPF matching grants and $100,000 in other preservation-related
grants to date.”

Tubman at Home in New York.

“In general the study refers primarily to Harriet Tubman as living in Auburn, NY.
The property that she bought from Seward in 1859 is in Fleming, NY, just over the
city line from Auburn....[in] May 1859, William H. Seward, a New York senator
and the future Secretary of State under President Lincoln, sold Tubman a small
parcel of property in the Town of Fleming on the border with Auburn, New York.
Tubman was eager to provide a permanent home and security for her parents,

and Auburn was a good choice because of its active abolitionist community and
settlement of African Americans. It also provided easy access to St. Catharines,
where other family members and friends remained.”

Historic Tubman Barn

“The ¢.1896 barn located behind the Tubman Residence should be included in the
list of historic resources. The restoration of the barn is under way by Lazarus &
Company, a noted barn restoration company, as of December 2008.”

Potters Landing, Maryland

“I am a direct descendent of nineteenth-century residents of the Church Creek
(Blackwater) area in Dorchester County and a current owner of Potter Hall, a
National Historic Register property located on the Choptank River north of Poplar
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Neck. During the nineteenth century Potters Landing, adjacent to Potter Hall,
was the economic hub of Caroline County and the center of commerce on the
upper Choptank River. From 1847 until 1899, Potter Hall and Potters Landing
were owned by Colonel Willis, a significant Maryland figure who (among other
accomplishments) raised four companies of men for the Union army during the
Civil War. Possible relationships between the Underground Railroad, Harriet
Tubman, the Willis family, and Potters Landing have not been explored to my
knowledge but are certainly intriguing. I hope that the establishment of a Harriet
Tubman National Historical Park will increase the resources and opportunities
available for research into links between Harriet Tubman and other historical
figures and places in the region.”

Tubman in Virginia

“Have you included Freedom Fortress [in Hampton, Virginia] in your work?
[Harriet Tubman was] there when the fortress became a refuge for Africans
escaping enslavement.

Tubman in South Carolina

“Has any particular research been done to determine Harriet Tubman’s
whereabouts while she was living in Beaufort County and working with the Port
Royal Experiment? Beaufort has a remarkably preserved historic district with

100+ antebellum buildings that evoke the world Harriet Tubman would have
known here. Perhaps local archival sources need to be examined, as well as Federal
government records in the Capitol, if this has not yet been done. At least, a historic
marker publicizing her time and work in Beaufort County should be part of this
project.”
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